
FEBRUARY 2020 
NEWSLETTER 
BRIDPORT TREE PLANTING

Exciting news - a new wood for Bridport

Five hundred native Birch saplings are soon to be planted in Riverside Gardens - a new 
wood for Bridport to help combat the climate crisis. Part of the Town Council’s Tree 
Plan,  the trees will be planted by some students from Colfox Academy. Help will be 
needed to plant the saplings in early March. The planting should be just before our big 
day - MORE TREES PLEASE. See next item………………………………………………………. 

Here is the poster about 
our afternoon event on 
March 14th. Help needed 
with refreshments - can 
you bake a cake or make 
biscuits? - and with 
stewarding the musical 
procession at the end. 
Please email me if you 
can help.  
This event kicks off the 
BLUEPRINT FESTIVAL at 
the United Church. * See 
foot of second page.  

Do come along for a free 
tree for your garden, 
information about trees 
provided by Groves 
Nurseries, a tree raffle, 
lots of free cake and 
drink and ending with a 
musical procession to 
plant trees in Asker 
Meadows. Come and 
draw a tree too - to be 
used in a public display. 
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We have been busy giving away trees. Here are two groups of young people 
planting them - the first near Melplash on a whole hillside planted with 
thousands of young trees, and the second filling gaps in a wood near 
Powerstock. 

 

We have also given away trees in smaller numbers to individuals for their gardens in Bridport and 
surrounding villages and have only a few left but there’s another 420 coming. Where will they go? 
Some in Asker Meadows, some to repair gaps in a hedge for the Co-Housing Project near the 
hospital, and some will remain over the summer in our own tree nursery, ready for planting in the 
autumn. We are going to re-plant some trees alongside  the walking and cycle path on the old 
railway track leading to West Bay, too. And we’ve been approached by a parish council with a 
view to planting more trees.


We have a new leaflet coming out aimed at people who have never planted a 
tree before - this is very much aimed at small front and back gardens and 
lawns. Thank you Sally Lemsford of Bothenhampton who has offered part of 
her own garden for us as a secondary tree nursery. 

*Our MORE TREES PLEASE day on 14 March is the launch event for Port East's free 
fortnight long Blueprint Festival curated by the local Bridport community, including Energy 
Local Bridport, The Laboratory of Fun: 12 Creative Experiments, Mending Our Ways: 
Upcycle Your Clothes, Brink by Brink: An Interactive Screening, The Shoe Chorus perform 
‘Reverdie’, and ending with the Bridport Mini Storytelling Festival, full details at http://
porteast.eventbrite.com/ or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/PortEastBridport/
events/
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Here is another way of planting trees. A bit impersonal, maybe, but might it be the future?
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/drones-plant-100000-trees-a-day

Looking for biodegradable tree guards? The plastic ones sent to us with the free trees we 
get degrade only into brittle chips which, if collected, end up in landfill. Now you can get 
guards made from cardboard which last 30 months, it’s said. Go to:

https://gogreenguards.com/ 
and ezeetrees.com

Thanks to St. Mary’s School for this information. They are using biodegradable guards for 
part of their tree planting of a new orchard and hedge.

Groves Nurseries have offered us a great deal. For every tree they sell this 
year they will give our campaign a tree. Varieties to be sorted out in the 
autumn. We are very grateful for this offer and hope our co-operation will 
continue.

It’s been so rainy! Wet weather meant we had to postpone the planting of a new 
hedge at Asker Meadows, scheduled for February 15th. This project, by the Asker 
Meadows Nature Reserve Group, has been re-scheduled. Bear with us - the ground 
was completely waterlogged. But don’t forget the 200+ saplings we planted at Asker 
Meadows in December. We have a list of “tree wardens” for those. If you’d like to 
help look after them, or others, please email me. Thanks.

Joe Hackett - Co-Ordinator, Bridport Tree Planting
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