
	
	

	
  
	
 
Welcome to the Green Alliance briefing now the gavel 

has come down on COP26. This will be the final 
briefing to our network and partners, as we have 



done throughout the summit. If you have enjoyed 
receiving these updates, please let us know, we’d 
love to know if you’ve found it useful.  

 
COP26 top-line summary 
 
• The central quest of COP26 - and arguably the entire 

UNFCCC process - is to keep temperatures to a level 
that avoids the worst impacts of the climate 
catastrophe. There is more than that, of course, 
namely to ensure financial support for countries to 
make the transition and to adapt the climate crisis - 
as well as to support those nations already 
experiencing losses. It is upon those goals that 
progress must be measured. So how has the 26th 
Conference of the Parties moved us forward? What 
will be the legacy of Glasgow? Twitter is currently 
full of the hottest of hot-takes. We’ll attempt to briefly 
sum up the good and the bad in this briefing and (like 
many others) we’ll take what hope we can from the 
Glasgow Climate Pact. All the final agreed 
documents are online here, and here’s a good simple 
take on what we must all do now.    

• On the all-important number on temperature rise, we 
know there has been some progress. According to 
Climate Action Tracker the gap has closed this year, 
shifting the dial from three degrees of warming by 
2100 down towards two degrees. But, as well as that 
not being enough, as Greta pointed out last night, 
those outcomes are completely dependent on 
countries actually doing what they say they will. Also, 
as the ever brilliant Carbon Brief makes very clear, 
those are scenarios based on probabilities. Nothing 
is guaranteed. Or as Scotland On Sunday splashed 
on its front page: “we are still on the road to hell.” To 
the more positive takes, the political signal of fossil 
fuels being mentioned for the first time in a UNFCCC 
text is huge. And, assuming it can be done in a fair 



and equitable way (as many pointed out), it really 
does matter. That text just-about survived a 
successful last ditch attempt by India and China to 
water it down - a story The Sunday Times leads but 
worth highlighting that it isn’t as simple as it seems. 
It’s worth noting that Glasgow did work its way onto 
most front pages this morning.   

• As we leave COP26 behind, it is worth celebrating that 
the conversation has certainly shifted to the centrality 
of 1.5oC, not 2oC, with only a few dragging their feet. 
And the pressure is firmly focused on action this 
decade, not by 2050. But that is not enough for the 
millions of people on the frontline of this crisis. For 
leaders of vulnerable countries currently headed 
back home, there is (rightly) disappointment and 
frustration. On UK civil society, this is a very useful 
thread that links to many NGO reactions which echo 
that frustration, whilst seeking to highlight the 
progress we did see. Indeed, it seems the only thing 
activists, businesses, officials and journalists could all 
agree on was the absolute awesomeness of 
Glasgow, the city and its people. What a place. 

 
So what is in the Glasgow Climate Pact? 
• Well, no doubt experts will publish fuller, more detailed 

analyses of the intricacies over the coming weeks 
but, for now, here’s a quick run-down. As ministers 
from those places on the frontline of the climate crisis 
made clear in the final closing plenary, these are not 
niche, technical issues, but the difference between 
life and death for their people. It is also worth 
remembering that so much happened outside the 
formal negotiations: all those deals on methane, 
deforestation, polluting vehicles and coal do matter. 
Dustin Benton, Green Alliance’s policy director, gives 
his take on those deals on our blog this morning.    

• But, on the pact, first there was a breakthrough on the 
‘ratchet’ that will see countries needing to return next 



year with revised climate plans. That is categorically 
good news. As we note above, we’re headed (on a 
generous reading) to a 2.4 degree world, so that 
‘emissions gap’ needs to urgently close. Second, on 
the issue of funding to support countries to adapt to 
climate change, there was also progress. Finance will 
double to $40 billion by 2025, but this is still far 
below what’s needed. Third, on ‘loss and damage’, 
nations agreed to set up a technical assistance 
facility, memorably described by Kenya as money for 
“consultants flying around to tell us how to deal with 
loss and damage”. But, behind closed doors the EU 
and US blocked the proposal for actual money. Small 
island states accepted the text on the understanding 
that this agreement is the beginning of a ‘finance 
facility’, to be developed at COP27. Expect this 
faultline to deepen as the impacts of climate change 
grow.   

• The Glasgow Pact also closed negotiations on ‘the 
rulebook’: the set of rules that govern how countries 
pledge targets and report emissions. This is being 
widely recognised as a big achievement. So, fourth, 
Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, governing carbon 
markets was agreed. A few pretty outrageous 
loopholes were closed (though this rule’s integrity is 
still being seriously questioned by experts).Trading 
between nations has been tightened but the door 
was left open for corporations to offset their 
emissions with highly questionable credits that make 
no difference to atmospheric carbon. Scrutiny on 
such shenanigans is growing. Fifth, progress on 
transparency (Article 13 of the Paris Agreement) was 
more positive. From 2024, all countries will now have 
to report their carbon emissions every two years, 
using the same format and reporting requirements. 
But building the capacity to report so frequently will 
be a heavy burden for some. And, finally, countries 



have agreed to submit their post-2030 climate targets 
on a five yearly cycle, with 2035 plans due in 2025. 
Big news. 

 
So did we ‘keep 1.5 alive’ and what now? 
• The assessment of the UN secretary general on 

Thursday night remains true: the 1.5 degree target is 
on life support and, as Alok Sharma put it in his 
closing speech: “1.5 is alive but its pulse is weak”. He 
recalled the powerful words of the Prime Minister of 
Barbados that, for her people, two degrees of 
warming would be a death sentence. Whilst the 
tragedy of the climate crisis continues, and it is right 
to say that we need so much more from our political 
leaders in the weeks, months and years ahead, we 
take a stubborn hope from the powerful signals sent 
from Glasgow over the past two weeks.   

• Here’s a run-down of some of the good stuff: Canada 
and Italy joined the UK to end overseas finance for 
fossil fuels, which (according to campaigners) will 
take billions off the balance sheet of oil and gas; the 
UK mandated businesses to publish climate plans, 
the fight is now on to make sure those have teeth; 
Scotland and large climate donors pushed the politics 
of loss and damage by pledging funding for the first 
time; business leaders and media editors have all 
used this moment to push for change in their own 
communities; India and Nigeria adopted net zero 
targets and the former committed to do more this 
decade; the China-US climate agreement, which 
experts say is ‘imperfect’ but has given “reason for 
hope”; and much more. Of course, all of that is not 
enough, and leaves the most vulnerable 
exposed without any support to the worst impacts, 
but it is all still important. 

 
• So what now for the UK? Well, the UK COP presidency 

runs for a year, until the next COP in Egypt, in 2022. 



The prime minister and the government as whole, 
including the chancellor, must get behind this, giving 
it the resources it needs, to deliver what has just 
been agreed. For COP27 to succeed, finance must 
be delivered at scale and pace to the emerging 
economies and vulnerable countries at the frontline. 
Wealthy countries, in failing to meet the $100 billion 
promise made over a decade ago, undermined the 
process in Glasgow. Working with the UNFCCC, the 
issues around access have to be sorted out as well. 
Too many voices were excluded from the formal 
spaces.    

• Above all, for UK campaigners, politicians, businesses 
and officials, we need to double-down on climate 
action here in the UK to build on the net zero 
strategy, and go further, faster.  

 
Finally, all of our COP26 daily briefings are available in 
this Google document, where the Green Alliance team 
drafted the briefing every day. A huge thanks to Ed King, 
Natalie Jones, Simon Evans, Climate Action Network, 
Simon Lewis and many more for their incredible insights 
on Twitter and in the media. We could not have written 
this briefing with them. Special shout out to Zoe and 
Heather at Green Alliance who did so much of the 
legwork. 
 
If you’re interested in our follow up work, Chris Venables 
is taking two weeks annual leave, so please contact Gwen 
Buck and Joseph Tetlow, who’ll be leading our political 
engagement: gbuck@green-alliance.org.uk and 
jtetlow@green-alliance.org.uk. And do join our colleagues 
and friends at ECIU and Aldersgate at their COP26 
debrief events this week, if you’d like more informed 
commentary. We’ll be running our own event on what 
Glasgow should mean for the UK, including its continued 
COP Presidency, once the dust has settled in December. 
 



Thanks again for reading this briefing, we look forward to 
continuing to work with you over the coming years as we 
build on this result at Glasgow and ensure we do all we 
can to avoid the worst effects of the climate crisis. Sign 
up for Green Alliance’s regular email updates here. 

 
 
Latest at   
www.green‑alliance.org.uk 
 
Inside Track blog  
Following the budget's missed 
opportunities on net zero, 
Joseph Evans calls on the  
chancellor to put it right 
 
'Insights' podcast 
Joe Tetlow speaks to 
Bim Afolami MP about  
how to achieve 100 
per cent clean power 
by 2035 
 
Net zero policy tracker 
Despite some progress, 
our calculations show  
there is much more to do 
to get on track for net 
zero 
 
Follow us on Twitter 
@GreenAllianceUK 
@GreenerUK_ 
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